
Statement from Governor Eric Greitens 

  

“Let me tell you why we're fighting so hard for kids and teachers in Missouri. 

  

Today, the system works for insiders and bureaucrats who get paid real well, but it fails 

too many students, families, and teachers. 

  

We know insiders and bureaucrats will lie. You deserve to know the facts. 

  

Here's a lie: Missourians don't give enough tax money to schools. 

  

Here are the facts: Missourians spend about the national average on our schools. 

  

I support public schools, and our team supports public schools. We made education a 

priority. We put more money into schools than ever before in Missouri history. We fully 

funded K-12 education for the first time in years, and we added $64.6 million to the K-12 

budget. 

  

Where did that money go? Bureaucrats took it. 

  

In our schools, we've got too many bureaucrats. We’re top ten in the country for our 

number of school administrators. And they’re well paid. In fact, in Missouri, administrator 

pay has been increasing more than twice as fast as teacher pay. Several administrators 

make more than $250,000.00 a year. Six figures. 

  

That money should go into the classroom. It should go to teachers. 

  

Our teachers deserve to get paid more. Missouri is ranked 40th in the country in teacher 

pay. Our pay for starting teachers: 48th in the country. Third worst in the nation. 

  

Our teachers deserve better. Our students also deserve better. 



  

Here's a lie: The bureaucrats say our schools are doing just fine, that there's no need 

for change. 

  

Here are the facts: We need to support teachers, because our schools have been 

getting worse. From 2009 to 2015, Missouri fell from 18th to 28th in fourth-grade 

reading and from 23rd to 32nd in eighth-grade math. 

  

In fact, even if they graduate, according to ACT testing, three out of every four Missouri 

kids aren't fully ready for college. Education Week gave Missouri a D+ for K-12 

achievement. 

  

This year, we put more money into education than ever before—but the bureaucrats cut 

the ACT for high schoolers. 

  

These aren't opinions. They are facts. 

  

Schools should serve kids. Our kids and families deserve better. They deserve the truth. 

  

Here’s why bureaucrats are lying: they’re desperate to prevent change. If things change 

and people start asking hard questions, they will have to provide clear answers. 

  

Question: This year, Missouri’s schools got more money than ever before, so how come 

teachers didn’t get a bigger raise? Where did the money go? 

  

Question: How come our administrator pay has been rising more than twice as fast as 

teacher pay? 

  

These are the facts. These are the questions that need to be asked. 

  



There are a lot of people committed to the status quo. They've been willing to harass 

and intimidate anyone who stands up to them. That won't stop us from doing what's 

right. We're fighting to get results for Missouri teachers and students.” 
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