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City of Omaha
Jean Stothert, Mayor

Honorable President

and Members of the City Council

The attached ordinance would create regulations for the operation of motorized scooters in the City
of Omaha. This ordinance would create a clear definition of a motorized scooter and create the
offense of Motorized Scooter Operation Violation.

As the City of Omaha moves forward with another scooter pilot program, it is important that there
are clear and definitive rules on their operation. When the scooter pilot was conducted last year law
enforcement and prosecutors were forced to cobble together applicable state statutes and current
ordinances for enforcement. Omaha would join numerous other municipalities in the United States
that regulate the use of these motorized scooters. This ordinance would allow for the safe and proper

operation of these scooters, just as many laws regulate and control other forms of transportation in
Omabha.

The proposed violations ook into account what other cities have done and the many concerns that
were raised about the scooters last year, The ordinance includes, among other requirements, a
prohibition from operating on a sidewalk, an age limit on operating a motorized scooter, and
following the rules of the road. The purpose is not to discourage people from using these alternate
forms of transportation but to set boundaries for their use.

[ ask the City Council to consider this ordinance. If the City of Omaha is going to have motorized
scooters, it is only right and proper that there are rules in place governing their operation.

Respectfully Submitted, ' Referred to City Council for Consideration
ﬂxgﬁu’rw S/3/20 e W S5/i13)20
Jean Stothert, Mayor Date Jean Stothert, Mayor Dafe

Tevd Sy —— _SP3fe-

Todd Schmaderer Date
Chief of Police

ﬂfﬁ.ﬁ-’%fﬂe S/03/70

tI"{olfert Stubbe Date
Public Works Director




ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE to amend Section 36-2 to include a definition of motorized scooter; ic add 36-
146 to create the offense of Motorized Scooter Operation Violation; and to provide an
effective date thereof.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OMAHA
Section 1. Due to the length of the affected ordinance, Omaha City Council Rule VII(B)

requiring amending ordinances to recite the entire section is hereby waived solely for the

purposes of this 6rdinance and only the underlined material to be added shall be recited herein.
Section 2. Section 36-2 of the Omaha Municipal Code is hereby amended to include the
following definition and read as follows:

Sec, 36-2. Definitions

Motorized Scoofer. A device with an electric_motor designed to transport only one
person with at least two wheels in _contact with the ground, propelled or with the
capability to propel exclusively or in combination with the application of human power
and which cannot attain a speed of more than fifteen (15) miles per hour on a paved
level surface without the application of human power.

Section 3. Section 36-146 of the Omaha Municipal Code is hereby created to read as
foliows:

Sec. 36-146. Motorized Scooter Operation Violation

It shall be unlawful for any person to purposely or knowingly operate a motorized
scooter, as defined in Sec. 36-2, in violation of one or more of the following manners:

(a) The operator of a motorized scooter shall obey all the traffic laws of the State of
Nebraska and the City of Omaha;

(b) A motorized scooter shall not be operated on any sidewalk;

(c} A motorized scooter shall not, at any time, impede the free flow of pedestrian
traffic;

(d) No one under the age of eighteen (18) shall operate a motorized scooter;

(e) _Only one person may operate a motorized scooter;
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() An operator of a motorized scooter shall have a valid driver's license or state-
issued identification:

{g) A motorized scooter shall not operate on any street or highway where the speed
limit is greater than thirty-five miles per hour;

(h) Drivers are prohibited from operating a motorized scooter while consuming any
alcoholic beverage and the results of a preliminary breath test (PBT) shall be
sufficient evidence to presume consumption:

(i) Refusal to submit to a preliminary breath test (PBT) constitutes a separate
offense; or

(j) A motorized scooter shall not be parked in a way that blocks:

(1) Railroad tracks;

(2) Handicapped or prohibited parking; or

(3) Vehicular driveways.

(k) A person who viclates any provision of this section shall be punished by a fine of
one-hundred dollars ($100.00) for each offense.

Section 4. This ordinance, being legislative in character, and in accordance with Section
2.12 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Omaha, shall be in full force and take effect fifteen
(15) days following the date of its passage.

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER

APPROVED BY:
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PASSED
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